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The Division of Global Affairs is at the center of Kennesaw State 

University’s vision and mission for a 21st Century University that 

is infused with international sophistication and engages students, 

faculty and the community with our increasingly interconnected and 

globalized world. It supports international education, global community 

engagement and intercultural scholarship among Kennesaw State’s 

students, faculty and community stakeholders.

The Division of Global Affairs is composed of two academic institutes, 

five academic centers, six university departments and a central 

administration office. The Division of Global Affairs has nearly 200 

employees, including 52 full-time faculty & staff, 72 affiliated faculty 

and 68 part-time faculty. Each year, our award-winning division leads 

a comprehensive array of scholarly, educational and community 

engagement programs on behalf of the University while administering 

more than 60 international studies programs, offering more than 

100 courses and organizing more than 130 distinct international 

educational and scholarly events. 

About Us Contents From the Chief International Officer
The Division of Global Affairs is dedicated to local-

to-global education that engages our students, 

faculty and community in experiential learning 

opportunities, coursework and academic programs 

that makes a meaningful difference in our world. 

We are profoundly committed to advancing global 

scholarship and teaching, and to educating globally 

competent students who can understand and 

navigate complex cultural differences as both 

successful professionals and engaged citizens.  

Our local-to-global education coursework and 

experiential learning programs are specifically 

designed to elucidate cultural differences alongside 

the common humanity that we all share, so that 

students are equipped with the knowledge to make 

their own informed decisions about the world and its 

diverse peoples. Such applied and contextualized 

education is increasingly important for our students’ 

ability to be successful and competitive within our 

globalized economy and workforce as well as to 

engage with the increasingly cosmopolitan and 

diverse community right here in metropolitan Atlanta 

and across the United States of America.  

Indeed, students who leave Kennesaw State 

University with a sophisticated awareness 

and understanding of diverse cultural values 

and practices will be well prepared to develop 

professionally within a globally competitive job 

market as well as to interact more effectively with 

diverse colleagues in the workplace and diverse 

neighbors within their communities. In a similar 

manner, international engagement and collaboration 

is an increasingly strategic imperative for our faculty 

and our institution as a whole. Twenty-first century 

higher education and scholarship is no longer just 

a national enterprise; it is an international one that 

requires collaboration, partnership and cooperation 

with universities, governments and private sector 

actors around the world.  

Within the Division of Global Affairs, our global 

centers, institutes and departments connect 

Kennesaw State University stakeholders with 

partners around the globe to achieve the best in 

education, research and creative activity. Above all, 

we are dedicated to making a meaningful difference 

in service to our community, nation and world.

Dr. Lance Askildson 

Vice-Provost & Chief International Officer 

Division of Global Affairs 

Kennesaw State University

“International engagement 
and collaboration is an 
increasingly strategic 
imperative for our faculty and 
our institution as a whole...”



A record 802 Kennesaw State University students 

participated in education abroad programs during 

the academic year, up 10 percent from the previous 

year. Between faculty-led programs, exchanges, 

internships, and third-party programs, the Education 

Abroad Office offered 77 programs this year to 

more than 45 countries on six continents.

Preparing students to successfully navigate 

challenges they face overseas was a primary focus 

for the EAO during the academic year. Initiatives 

like developing a mandatory pre-departure 

conference for all education abroad participants 

and the creation of a new director-level position 

dedicated to risk management demonstrate the 

EAO’s commitment to student preparedness and 

safety.

Some of the new programs offered this year include 

The Best of France, a three-week immersion into 

French culture through Paris, Provence and the 

Riviera; and a dance program in Israel that gave 

13 students the chance to work with one of the 

country’s leading repertory dance companies. 

With the number of available programs and student 

participants growing, the EAO took steps to ensure 

students are safe and prepared while overseas. In 

the fall, the Division of Global Affairs hired former 

secret service agent Michael Sweazey to monitor 

program destinations for political instability and 

natural disasters, and teach students travel safely. 

The EAO also developed a new online health, 

safety and security training program for faculty to 

complete.

In the spring, the EAO hosted its first annual Pre-

Departure Conference. More than 500 students 

attended the March and April sessions, which 

provided an overview of travel safety, intercultural 

competence, and foreign language communication 

skills.

Thanks to these and other efforts, the EAO is 

creating a generation of safe, savvy world travelers.

Education Abroad

Education Abroad Program Duration

More students than ever participated in education abroad programs during academic year 
2015-2016. The Education Abroad Office took several steps to keep up with the growing 

demand, including creating a unique pre-departure orientation model.
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802 students participated in 
Education Abroad Programs during the 
2015-2016 academic year

Students received $582,859 in 
Global Learning Scholarship funds
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3%

23%

23%

25%

32%

17%

KSU Student Randee Comstock (right) spent Summer 2015 studying at 
Hanyang University in Seoul, South Korea



Kennesaw State University’s new director of global 

operations, Michael Sweazey, will use the skills 

gained during his 26 years as a U.S. Secret Service 

agent to help keep Kennesaw State University 

students and faculty safe while traveling abroad.

Sweazey was hired in August 2015 by the Division of 

Global Affairs to fill the newly-created position. He is 

tasked with establishing and enforcing a consistent 

set of risk management policies for education abroad 

programs, and serves as a central point of contact 

for all questions about education abroad safety and 

emergency management.

“It’s my job to be that little voice of caution in the 

back of the student’s and faculty’s minds when 

they are overseas dealing with issues,” Sweazey 

says. Potential issues students may encounter on 

an education abroad program can be as minor as 

contracting food poisoning to as significant as getting 

caught in a natural disaster.

According to Dr. Lance Askildson, Kennesaw State’s 

Vice Provost for Global Affairs, “Mike Sweazey 

will be spending the next 18 months developing 

and codifying our practices to make sure students 

and faculty are informed when stepping into tricky 

situations.”

As a Secret Service agent, Sweazey worked on the 

protection details for former President George H. 

W. Bush and President Jimmy Carter. He left his 

job at the Secret Service to work with Kennesaw 

State University because of his deep admiration for 

academic culture and for working with students.

“I’ve always wanted to work in a university setting,” 

he says. “Students have so much energy and 

optimism. I really look forward to working with them.”
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Pre-Departure Conference Prepares Students for Education Abroad Experiences Former Secret Service Agent Helps Improve Education Abroad Risk Management
Kennesaw State’s inaugural Education Abroad Pre-

Departure Conference was held in the spring. The 

EAO developed the agenda with input from faculty 

members and other stakeholders to provide students 

with the necessary information to ensure they have 

a successful, enriching, and safe education abroad 

experience.

“Studying abroad is about more than improving 

your own future,” Director of Education Abroad 

and Exchange Programs Iyonka Strawn-Valcy said 

during the April 23rd welcome session. “It’s about 

shaping a world that we all share. We want to make 

sure that you have the tools you need to look at the 

world around you and see it in the context of your 

community and yourself.”

Conference workshops addressed a variety of 

important topics such as helping students improve 

their intercultural communication skills, tips for 

maximizing foreign language acquisition, and ways 

to incorporate an education abroad experience into 

their professional lives.

A critical topic covered in multiple workshops 

throughout the conference was risk management. 

Michael Sweazey, Director of Global Operations, led 

a session offering up best practices students should 

follow to improve their health and safety overseas. 

The EAO developed the Pre-Departure Orientation 

Conference to supplement the program-specific 

pre-departure meetings organized by each program’s 

faculty director. The Pre-Departure Orientation 

Conference ensures all participants receive a 

consistent message and has the added benefit of 

giving students the opportunity to meet and interact 

with their peers participating in other education 

abroad programs.

Although students gained plenty of practical 

knowledge at the conference – such as the best time 

to exchange U.S. dollars for foreign currency (hint: it 

is not at the airport) and the best smartphone apps 

to download to contact home without an international 

calling plan – the real message that the EAO hopes 

students take away is that experiences like studying 

abroad can have a significant impact on their 

personal development.

“The most important thing you will do abroad is not 

learning about new cultures or language skills, but 

is actually getting to know yourself better,” said Dr. 

Lance Askildson, Kennesaw State’s Vice-Provost for 

Global Affairs and Chief International Officer.

More than 400 students registered for the Pre-

Departure Orientation Conference between the 

two days it was offered. Students who could not 

attend were required to view an online version of the 

conference sessions before leaving for their trips. 

The EAO plans to hold another conference next 

spring.

“We are thrilled with the student response to the Pre-

Departure Orientation Conference!” Strawn-Valcy 

says. “We expect that the energy and excitement of 

the Pre-DOC will generate student enthusiasm about 

going abroad.”

The Education Abroad Office’s most popular 

outreach event is the annual Education Abroad Fair. 

Held in September, the 2015 Education Abroad Fair 

was the most-attended fair ever.

More than 1,100 students filled the Carmichael 

Student Center University Rooms to learn about the 

50-plus education abroad programs on offer. Faculty 

from 33 Kennesaw State programs were on-hand to 

answer student questions, as were representatives 

from 14 non-KSU programs, including those offered 

by non-University System of Georgia institutions and 

third-party affiliates. 

The EAO also organized four small college-specific 

education abroad fairs, spoke directly to students 

at 19 individual classroom presentations, and set 

up 28 info-table sessions across the Kennesaw and 

Marietta campuses. Kennesaw State students had 

no shortage of opportunities to learn about available 

education abroad programs.

The EAO’s outreach efforts targeted faculty as well 

as students. In the winter, the EAO hosted its first 

Faculty Appreciation Reception, honoring 25 faculty 

members who led education abroad programs the 

previous year. The event recognized the important 

role that faculty play in developing programs that 

are both engaging and educational, and in making 

sure students get the most out of their experiences 

abroad.

Record Fair Attendance Highlights New Outreach Efforts
Pre-Doc Conference Session led by 
Iyonka Strawn-Valcy, Director of 
Education Abroad & Exchange Programs

Coles faculty Sheb True recruits students 
at the 2015 Education Abroad Fair



 Demographic Information: Which Students Study Abroad?

College of the Arts
49 students

Bagwell College of Education
43 students

Coles College of Business
192 students

College of Humanities & 
Social Sciences
305 students

College of Science & 
Mathematics
55 students

WellStar College of Health & 
Human Services 

101 students

Other
24 students

Number of Students Studying Abroad By Major

240
Males

562
Females

Undergraduates
671 Students

Graduates
131 Students

Top Education Abroad Destinations and Programs Ranked by KSU Student Participation
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* Students were counted for each country they visited, meaning students whose programs traveled to multiple countries were counted multiple times.

Undecided
34 students

1. Italy
2. Germany
3. Colombia
4. China
5. Spain
6. Guatemala
7. Ireland
8. The United Kingdom
9. Peru
10. France

156
54
48
31
28
27
26
23
21
19

Country Number of Students*

By Country

1. Europe
2. Asia
3. South America
4. Central America
5. North America
6. Latin America & Caribbean
7. Africa
8. The Middle East
9. Australia

418
102
100
62
33
33
32
16
6

Region Number of Students*

By Region

1. Colombia EMBA
2. Italy Summer Session I
3. Italy Summer Session II
4. First-Year Global Fellows, Italy
5. Business in Ireland
6. Coles Scholars Guatemala
7. Discover the Heart of Europe
8. PEGS Italy Experience
9. Music & Entertainment in London
10. Spanish Language and Culture in Spain

48
40
36
27
20
18
18
18
17
17

Program Name Number of Students*

By Program

All Education Abroad Destinations



Annual Country Study Program

In 2015-2016, Kennesaw State’s Year of the 

Portuguese Speaking World – the University’s 

32nd annual country study program – explored 

the histories and cultures of the nine countries 

that make up the Portuguese Speaking World:  

Angola, Brazil, Cape Verde, East Timor, Equatorial 

Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique, Portugal, 

and São Tomé and Príncipe. These countries 

share a common language and heritage shaped by 

colonization and independence.

The Division of Global Affairs hosted more than 

30 public events throughout the academic year, 

many made possible by partnerships with NGOs 

and governmental and educational institutions in 

the Portuguese Speaking World. Georgina Benrós 

de Mello, director general of the Community of 

Portuguese Language Countries, kicked off the 

year with an opening address about trade and 

investment throughout the Community. 

Later, Brazilian Consul General Hermano Ribeiro 
spoke at a symposium attended by more than 

100 students from universities across the state 

as well as from Universidade Salvador in Brazil. 

The symposium focused on cultural differences 

and similarities between the United States and the 

Portuguese Speaking World.

Kennesaw partnered with CIFAL Curitiba – a 

Brazil-based arm of the United Nations Institute for 

Training and Research – on the spring academic 

conference. Coordinator Grace Chiara Schmidt 

led a discussion on The Global South, Soft Power 

and the Solidarity Economy. She later hosted five 

days’ worth of programming when the Year of the 

Portuguese Speaking World Faculty and Student 

Learning Community traveled to Curitiba.

Other highlights include hosting Fulbright Scholar 

Raul Fernandez from Guinea-Bissau and organizing 

several cultural events throughout the year 

featuring authentic Brazilian music and dance. The 

year’s events provided the campus community with 

the opportunity to explore all facets of the many 

cultures of the Portuguese Speaking World.

Kennesaw State University’s 32nd Annual Country Study Program focused on the pre- and 
post-colonial eras of the Portuguese Speaking World. The University partnered with several 

organizations like CIFAL Curitiba and UNIFACS in Brazil on the year’s programming. 
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Community Partners:

Andrea Moreirá of the Dance Brasil Company leads KSU students in a Samba 
demonstration at the Year of the Portuguese Speaking World Day in October



Kennesaw State University students joined their 

peers from across Georgia and Brazil in November to 

present the results of research projects highlighting 

global trends and challenges in Brazil and the greater 

Portuguese-speaking world.

The daylong student symposium featured presenters 

from Kennesaw State University, Morehouse College, 

Spelman College, the University of Georgia, Clark 

Atlanta University, Georgia Gwinnett College and 

Emory University. Joining them at the KSU Center via 

a live video feed were students from Universidade 

Salvador (UNIFACS) in Brazil. 

The symposium featured students from Kennesaw 

State’s President’s Emerging Global Scholars 

Program who spent 18 days in Brazil working with 

UNIFACS students to survey each other on how both 

countries think about issues ranging from the role 

of technology in daily life to gun control. The results 

revealed similarities between the two cultures on 

some issues and striking differences on others.

On the issue of at what age a person should be 

licensed to carry a gun, students found stark 

differences of opinion between Americans and 

Brazilians.

“Almost half of Brazilian students said gun licenses 

should not be available to any civilians regardless of 

age,” said PEGS student Micah Laughlin. “American 

students supported gun ownership across a range 

of ages in the United States, with almost one third 

favoring gun ownership for 18-year-olds.”

Brazilian students, shown on two large video 

screens from their classroom at UNIFACS, attended 

the symposium and presented their findings, which 

otherwise mirrored those of their American peers.

Guest speaker Hermano Ribeiro, Brazilian Consul 

General in Atlanta, applauded the close partnership 

between UNIFACS and Kennesaw State.

“This partnership is exemplary,” he said. “Embodying 

global diversity and interconnectivity must be 

essential to the mission of all universities today.”

Students attending from other local universities 

discussed their own research projects during the 

symposium. Topics included the complex racial 

identity of Mozambique, the large-scale 19th century 

migration of Italians and Germans to Brazil, and the 

effect that studying abroad can have on African-

American students’ self-identities. The event also 

featured a keynote presentation by Joe Rozza, global 

manager of water sustainability and natural capital at 

The Coca-Cola Company.

The Year of the Portuguese Speaking World 
Day event at the start of the semester was a 
teachable moment when performances of Brazil’s 
most famous party dance ─ the Samba ─ and its 
martial art dance form called Capoeira turned into 
engaging lessons for students, faculty, staff and 
other guests.

The cuisines of Brazil and Portugal and a native 
Portuguese folktale performed by the KSU Tellers 
were also part of the learning experience at the 
event, which helped launch Kennesaw State’s 32nd 
annual country study. 

“It was a lot of fun,” junior psychology major 
Shaina Nicolas said of her experience joining other 
students in following professional dancer Andrea 
Moreirá of the Dance Brasil Company in a series 
of Samba movements. “This is a beautiful culture, 
and it’s great that KSU made all this effort to show 
students that there’s more to this world. The more 
we experience other people’s culture, the more in 
tune we become with them.”

Capoeira Master Muriel Ribeiro, founder of Atlanta’s 
Cordão de Ouro (CDO) Atlanta, also used the 
occasion to school the Kennesaw State audience 
in the history and culture of his art, which was 
created over half a century ago by the descendents 
of Brazilian slaves, mostly from Angola. Though 
a martial art that combines dance, music and 
acrobatics, it is thought of more as a social gathering 
than a fighting form, and is designed to make 
people healthy and happy, he explained. Ribero 

performed three movements and gave a participatory 
demonstration of the stringed berimbau, the 
fundamental instrument of Capoeira.

Understanding the complex histories and cultural 
dynamics of the relatively undiscovered Portuguese-
speaking world at KSU is one of the overarching 
goals of the annual country study, said Dan Paracka, 
director of campus internationalization.

The intermingling of Portuguese, African and 
Brazilian cultures was especially evident at the 
event in the cuisines presented by local chefs from 

Emidio’s Restaurant, which specializes in Portuguese 
international cuisine; Minas Grill, a Brazilian 
steakhouse and market; and Mr. Cheese Bread, 
whose specialty is authentic Brazilian Pão de Quiejo, 
which has roots in Africa. 

Gabriela Bueno, a junior theater major who came to 
Kennesaw State from Sao Paulo, Brazil, on a tennis 
scholarship, said she felt right at home. 

“I only get to go home twice a year and I get 
homesick,” she said. “This event brings Brazil here 
so my friends get to see some of my culture.”
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Student Symposium Examines Similarities, Differences Between Brazil and the U.S.

Students from UNIFACS attended the symposium and 
shared research via an online video feed

Capoiera Dance and Portuguese Food at Year of Portuguese Speaking World Day

Cordão de Ouro Atlanta, led by Capoeira Master Muriel Ribeiro, performed traditional Brazilian Capoeira 
dance at the Year of the Portuguese Speaking World Day.

PEGS Students Regan Grillo and Lisa Smith present their research on American and Brazilian cultural attitudes 
on gun safety and security. The study was conducted alongside students from UNIFACS in Brazil



International Student & Scholar Services

With the number of international students attending 

Kennesaw State University growing each year, 

and with the influx of new students resulting from 

the consolidation with Southern Polytechnic State 

University, on July 1, 2015 the Division of Global 

Affairs opened the University’s International Student 

and Scholar Services Office.

The seven-person ISSSO is a one-stop shop for 

international students and scholars on the Kennesaw 

and Marietta campuses, managing the following 

services:

• F-1 and J-1 Undergraduate Admissions
• Student Exchange Visa Information Systems 

(SEVIS) for F-1 and J-1 Programs
• Incoming J-1 Exchange Student and Scholar 

Programs
• International Articulation Programs
• International Student Recruitment Activities, and
• Community Liaison Services for International 

Students

Prior to establishing the ISSSO, these services were 

split across multiple campus departments. Visiting 

students and scholars would interact with one group 

of Kennesaw staff members during the admissions 

process, and then with another if they experienced 

any issues with housing, visa documents, etc. A 

single office for international students and scholars 

helps guarantee the University can better serve this 

important campus population.

During its first year of operation, the ISSSO 

successfully oversaw a 17 percent increase in the 

number of incoming international students, whether 

as part of exchanges or full matriculation programs. 

More than 40 J-1 scholars also visited the University 

during the academic year to teach classes or conduct 

research, and 50 J-1 international students attended 

classes here. At the same time, the ISSSO oversaw 

multiple recruitment events throughout the year and 

established new articulation degree programs on two 

continents.

Newly formed in order to better manage Kennesaw State’s growing international student 
population, the International Student and Scholar Services Office gives the University’s 

international population the tools to thrive while studying or teaching in Kennesaw.

KSU hosted 44 J-1 international 
scholars

50 J-1 exchange students took classes 
at KSU
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The SEVIS office logged 1,700 
office visits

ISSSO processed 500+ 
applications for undergraduate 
admissions from international students

Exchange Coordinator Michele Miller (right) advises two J-1 students from 
Carlos III University in Spain



Intensive English Program

Since its creation in 2009, the Intensive English 

Program has helped more than 2,000 international 

students gain the English language skills needed 

to succeed at U.S. universities. In July 2015, 

management of the IEP moved to the Division 

of Global Affairs. During its first year as a DGA 

department, IEP saw a 15 percent increase in 

enrollment and implemented several initiatives 

designed to enhance the student experience.

During the 2015-2016 academic year, 456 students 

participated in IEP classes, up from approximately 

380 the previous year. Compared to the inaugural 

IEP class of 108 students in 2009, enrollment has 

skyrocketed 430 percent. 

When a student completes the IEP, the hope is 

that he or she will matriculate at Kennesaw State 

University and continue contributing to campus 

internationalization. Nine students were accepted 

to degree programs at Kennesaw State following 

the completion of the first session in Spring 2016, 

representing the largest number of students ever in a 

single session to transition from IEP to a Kennesaw 

State degree program.

It is not only traditional students taking advantage of 

Kennesaw State’s IEP. In Spring 2016, a cohort of 58 

vocational workers from Germany took IEP courses 

on English listening and speaking. Starting in Fall 

2015, the IEP opened up its TOEFL prep course to 

working professionals in the U.S.

The IEP owes much of this success to a series 

of improvements started or completed during the 

academic year. IEP launched new marketing and 

recruitment initiatives in 2016 and began offering 

new  services like workshops covering test anxiety, 

computer skills, and resume building. 

Through these and other student-focused services, 

the IEP began the process of removing hurdles 

that stand between international students and their 

success in improving both their English language 

skills and their subsequent college careers.

Offering international students a roadmap to English-language proficiency and to success at 
U.S. universities, the Intensive English Program began its first full academic year as a DGA unit 

with a 15 percent year-over-year increase in student enrollment.
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456 students enrolled in IEP classes 
during academic year 2015-2016

IEP’s diverse student body reflects 78 
different countries

IEP Enrollment Increase from AY 2009-
2010 to AY 2015-2016
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2009 2016
A cohort of students in the Intensive English Program



KSU in Tuscany

Since the grand opening of KSU in Tuscany in May 

2015, nearly three times as many students have 

participated in education abroad programs to Italy. 

During the 2015-2016 academic year, 155 Kennesaw 

students visited Italy, up from 53 the previous year.

Kennesaw State’s 4,000 square-foot facility in 

Montepulciano – located in the recently-renovated 

Antica Fortezza Poliziana medieval fortress – houses 

six classrooms, several offices and meeting spaces, 

and an on-site director’s apartment. The 25-year 

lease gives Kennesaw State a permanent place 

from which to build new, exciting education abroad 

experiences.

One of these new programs is the First-Year Global 

Fellows Program. In Fall 2015, 27 first-year students 

spent seven weeks taking general education courses 

in Montepulciano. The program is a joint offering 

between the Division of Global Affairs and University 

College. Its goal is to get students excited about 

international experiences early in their college 

careers.

The DGA offered five other programs to Italy under 

the KSU in Tuscany umbrella, including a nursing 

practicum (8 students), a leadership studies program 

(8 students), a language and business program 

with the Coles College of Business (18 students), 

a President’s Emerging Global Scholars Program 

experience (16 students), and two traditional summer 

sessions (85 students).

By the end of November 2016, the DGA expects 

for total participation in KSU in Tuscany programs 

to reach 164 students and 27 faculty members. To 

handle this projected growth, the DGA transitioned 

Ken Hill into the position of site manager. Hill will live 

in the Fortezza and manage finances, compliance, 

logistics, and risk management issues. His presence 

will ensure that KSU in Tuscany operates fully as an 

international extension of Kennesaw State University. 

   

As Kennesaw State’s first permanent international education site, KSU in Tuscany has become 
an attractive draw for students. Enrollment in Education Abroad Programs to Italy has tripled 

since the Montepulciano, Italy site’s official grand opening in May 2015.
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155 KSU students traveled to Italy 
during academic year 2015-2016.

27 first-year students traveled to Italy 
with the new First-Year Global Fellows 
Program

KSU offered more than 10 programs 
to Italy (counting exchanges and non-
KSU programsTown Square in Montepulciano, Italy



African & African Diaspora Studies

The Center for African and African Diaspora Studies spent the academic year promoting the 
importance of civil and human rights for all people by hosting multiple conferences and 

encouraging international fellows from Southeast Asia to improve their own communities.

The theme of civil and human rights for all people 

was present in many of the Center for African and 

African Diaspora Studies’ activities throughout the 

2015-2016 academic year. CAADS organized two 

conferences exploring the global fight for civil and 

human rights, and helped develop the curriculum for 

a U.S. Department of State grant program focusing 

on the issue.

To commemorate the 50th anniversary of several key 

events in the U.S. civil rights movement – including 

the Montgomery Bus Boycott and the Selma to 

Montgomery marches – CAADS in October held an 

International Summit on Civil and Human Rights in 

the KSU Center. The keynote speaker was Hank 

Klibanoff, a Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and the 

James M. Cox Professor of Journalism at Emory 

University.

Klibanoff spoke about his Georgia Civil Rights Cold 

Cases Project, which attempts to uncover the truth 

surrounding nearly 20 unsolved racially-motivated 

murders in Georgia during the civil rights era. He has 

worked on the project with a group of 50 students 

since 2011.

The three-day summit also featured a series of 

interdisciplinary panels and presentations linking 

the U.S. civil rights movement to historic and 

contemporary struggles around the world; a concert 

in tribute to Holocaust survivors by Kennesaw State 

Professor Laurence Sherr; a performance of the 

play Night Blooms, written by Margaret Baldwin and 

directed by Karen Robinson, both Kennesaw State 

professors; a film screening of Granito: How to Nail 

a Dictator; and an exhibit on LGBTQ history titled 

Opening Doors, Outing History.

In the spring, CAADS partnered with Emory 

University to host the African Literature Association’s 

annual conference, the theme of which was Justice 

and Human Dignity in Africa and the African 

Diaspora. Nearly 400 ALA members – comprised 

primarily of educators from across the U.S. and Africa 

– attended the conference at the Marriott Marquis 

Atlanta. Some of the keynote speakers included 

acclaimed novelist, poet, essayist, screenwriter, and 

playwright Chris Abani and Raoul Peck, a Haitian-

born journalist and filmmaker. 

The theme of civil and human rights was again 

explored when CAADS director Dr. Nuru Akinyemi 

served as academic director for the Young 

Southeast Asian Leaders Initiative Institute on Civic 

Engagement. The month-long program funded by 

the U.S. Department of State saw 21 Southeast 

Asian fellows study international civil and human 

rights at Kennesaw State. Dr. Akinyemi developed 

classroom activities for the cohort and led them on 

an educational study tour to Selma, Birmingham, 

Nashville, and Washington, D.C.
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CAADS Director Nuru Akinyemi (left) and a Department of State fellow with the 
Young Southeast Asian Leaders Initiative in March



The Confucius Institute at Kennesaw State University has developed a Chinese education 
program that will expand its reach to include public schools across Georgia. Meanwhile, CIKSU 
also produced a popular documentary on Chinese tea that will take its message even further.

Innovative partnerships with organizations 

like Georgia Public Broadcasting, the Georgia 

Department of Education, and the Southeast Chinese 

Language Association have helped Kennesaw State 

University’s Confucius Institute spread awareness of 

Chinese language and culture across the state and 

beyond.

Much of CIKSU’s focus each year is on teaching 

Chinese language classes for Georgia students 

in grades pre-K through 12. In 2015-2016, CIKSU 

supported language programs in Bibb, Cobb, Dekalb, 

Hall, and Henry county public schools, reaching more 

than 5,000 Georgia students.

That reach has expanded significantly thanks to 

CIKSU’s work with the Georgia Department of 

Education. For the last several years, CIKSU and 

GDOE have been developing a comprehensive 

Chinese language curriculum and textbook for 

Georgia K-12 schools. This year, the research team 

finished model units for grades K-3, and published 

more than 40 volumes of material. CIKSU is also 

distributing the modules to the global network of 

Confucius Institutes. Students in more than 1,000 

classrooms around the world will learn Chinese using 

educational material developed at Kennesaw State.

CIKSU took its message out of the classroom and 

onto television with the debut of the documentary 

film Chinese Tea: Elixir of the Orient. Produced by 

CIKSU and Georgia Public Broadcasting thanks to 

a $100,000 grant from the Freeman Foundation, the 

five-part documentary explores how tea became an 

integral part of China’s culture and evolved into one 

of the world’s most popular beverages. Elixir of the 

Orient premiered in April and was watched by 30,000 

people around the state and even more on GPB’s 

website. 

In October, CIKSU successfully hosted its first 

professional conference, the 5th Annual Southeast 

Chinese Language Association Conference. More 

than 150 educators from the Southeastern United 

States attended and shared best practices for 

teaching Chinese.

CIKSU’s wide array of programming continues to 

inspire students and non-students alike to become 

passionate about Chinese language and culture.   
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Confucius Institute

More than 30,000 people 
watched the premiere of CIKSU’s 
documentary Chinese Tea: Elixir of the 
Orient

5,500 pre-K-12 students 
participated in Chinese language 
education offered by CIKSU

Image from Chinese Tea: Elixir of the Orient courtesy of GPB



The India China America Institute worked with Indian Consul General Nagesh Singh throughout 
the year. He spoke at the Chindia Summit and to a class of Kennesaw State students about the 

important economic partnership that exists between India and the United States.

The economies of India and China are hugely 

influential on each other and on the greater global 

economy. This influence was a major theme at 

several events hosted during the 2015-2016 

academic year by the India China America Institute.

A non-profit organization based out of the Kennesaw 

State Division of Global Affairs, the ICA Institute is 

dedicated to promoting cultural, educational, and 

economic partnerships between India, China, and 

the United States. Combined, these three countries 

represent 70 percent of the world’s population and 

three-fourths of the world’s gross domestic product.

The ICA’s spring conference, called the Chindia 

Summit (named for the portmanteau of China and 

India), explored how Chinese and Indian expansion 

affects key global issues like climate change and 

globalization. Hon. Nagesh Singh, Consul General 

of India, provided the keynote address. Several 

prominent American, Chinese and Indian business 

people also led panel discussions on diplomacy, 

manufacturing issues, and Chindian hard and soft 

power. The summit was co-sponsored by Kennesaw 

State University’s Confucius Institute. 

In addition to speaking at the Chindia Summit, 

Consul General Singh returned to campus in April to 

guest lecture to a class of economics students on the 

future of the Indian economy.

“India is the second-most populated country in the 

world,” Singh told the students. “Every sixth person 

you run into is of Indian descent. It’s also the world’s 

fastest growing economy. Whatever you do, India will 

affect you.”

His discussion focused on how India’s economy has 

become a primarily service-based one following the 

1991 financial crisis that saw the virtual bankruptcy 

of the Indian government, which abandoned its 

long-held isolationist economic policy and opened up 

the country to foreign investment.

While these events focused on economic enrichment, 

the ICA Institute also worked on several programs 

designed for cultural enrichment. In February, ICA 

Institute Director Dr. Pamila Dembla taught a session 

on social entrepreneurship as part of the U.S. 

Department of State’s Young Southeast Asia Leaders 

Initiative Institute. The University hosted 21 fellows 

from Southeast Asian countries for a month-long 

institute on civic engagement. In addition to leading 

one of the sessions and helping the fellows develop 

social action plans, Dembla was also a co-principal 

investigator on the initial grant proposal.

The ICA Institute also co-sponsored several cultural 

events during the academic year along with the 

Indian Faculty and Staff Association, including the 

Indian Cultural Festival in November and the Holi 

(Festival of Colors) in March.
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India China America Institute

Cultural performance at the Chindia Summit in March



As an initiative of the United Nations, CIFAL Atlanta conducts a variety of activities each year 
promoting global infrastructure-building and economic development. The partnership between 
CIFAL Atlanta and Kennesaw State helps make the University a part of CIFAL’s valuable mission.

After years of close collaboration, Kennesaw State 

University and CIFAL Atlanta grew their relationship 

during the 2015-2016 academic year with the signing 

of a new memorandum of understanding and the 

hiring of CIFAL Atlanta Director Chris Young as a 

full-time employee of the University. 

In March, Kennesaw State University President 

Daniel Papp signed an MOU with Craig Lesser, 

Chairman of the Board of Trustees for CIFAL Atlanta. 

The agreement continues the relationship between 

CIFAL and Kennesaw State that began in 2013 when 

CIFAL Atlanta moved its headquarters to the Division 

of Global Affairs.

CIFAL Atlanta is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit corporation 

founded in 2004 by the United Nations Institute for 

Training and Research (UNITAR) and is affiliated 

with the CIFAL Global Network, which is comprised 

of 16 International Training Centers. CIFAL 

Atlanta’s mission is to develop and strengthen the 

capacities of government authorities, private sector 

representatives and civil society leaders around 

the world in the areas of economic development, 

environmental sustainability and social development.

Since its inception in 2003, the Network has trained 

more than 60,000 beneficiaries through over 600 

training and knowledge-sharing events.

Throughout the academic year, CIFAL Atlanta took 

a leadership role in several DGA projects. When 

Kennesaw State hosted 21 fellows as part of the 

month-long U.S. Department of State’s Young 

Southeast Asian Leaders Initiative Institute, CIFAL 

Atlanta helped develop the curriculum, organized a 

series of guest lectures from local non-profits, and 

took visitors on a detailed tour of the Georgia State 

Capitol. The program taught participants to become 

community leaders capable of implementing service 

projects in their home countries.

In May, CIFAL Atlanta partnered with Coles 

College of Business to host a four-day conference 

on cooperative competitiveness and the digital 

economy. More than 100 participants and presenters 

representing cooperatives, universities, financial 

institutions, cooperative associations/NGOs, and 

government agencies from the United States and 11 

Latin American countries attended the event, which 

focused on helping Latin American cooperatives 

successfully compete in the modern, digital economy.

Going forward, CIFAL Atlanta will continue to operate 

independent of the DGA. However, thanks to the 

new MOU, Kennesaw State University and CIFAL 

Atlanta will continue to host joint programming and 

development opportunities, and will work together to 

expand each other’s footprint around the globe.
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CIFAL Atlanta

11Latin American countries were 
represented at the Conference on 
Cooperative Competitiveness and the 
Digital Economy

Craig Lesser, Chairman of the Board of Trustees for CIFAL Atlanta (bottom 
left) signs MOU with KSU President Daniel Papp (bottom right). CIFAL Atlanta 
Director Chris Young (top left) and KSU Chief International Officer Lance 
Askildson also pictured



President’s Emerging Global Scholars

Going forward as a part of the Division of Global Affairs, the President’s Emerging Global 
Scholars Program will continue to cultivate young leaders at Kennesaw State University through 
undergraduate research, rigourous coursework, and rewarding international travel experiences.

The President’s Emerging Global Scholars Program 

joined the Division of Global Affairs in July 2016.

PEGS is a multi-year academic experience for some 

of Kennesaw State University’s most exceptional 

students. Through participation in academic 

coursework, undergraduate research, international 

and domestic travel, and community service, the 

program seeks to develop the inherent leadership 

and intellectual potential of these bright and curious 

young people.

International experiences are a critical component of 

the PEGS program. Each year the faculty develops 

two education abroad opportunities available only 

to PEGS students: one for first-year students (which 

includes a research component) and another for 

third-years. Meanwhile, second-year students travel 

to Washington, D.C. to learn about the United States’ 

place in the world.

In May 2015, 20 PEGS students traveled to Salvador, 

Brazil to conduct a shared research project with their 

peers at Universidade Salvador (UNIFACS). The 

students at both universities surveyed each other to 

determine the similarities and differences between 

American and Brazilian attitudes on several topics 

including the role of social media and the right to own 

firearms.

The results of this research served as the focus of 

the Year of the Portuguese Speaking World’s fall 

student symposium held in November at the KSU 

Center. PEGS students presented their results in 

person, while students from UNIFACS participated in 

the event via a live video feed from Brazil.

In May, a cohort of PEGS first-year students 

performed undergraduate research at the KSU 

in Tuscany facility in Montepulciano, Italy. Their 

research focused on the history of Italian culture.

Under the DGA’s stewardship, the PEGS program 

will continue to prepare students for competitive 

undergraduate and post-graduate studies, 

scholarships, fellowships and careers within Georgia 

and in national and international forums.
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A group of 7 third-year PEGS 
students traveled to the British Isles 
in Spring 2016 to study contemporary 
European and British politics

18 PEGS first-year students 
participated in the Italy Experience 
research program in May 2016

PEGS students on the second-year trip to Washington, D.C. in Summer 2016



Strategic Internationalization Grants

The latest round of projects funded by the Strategic Internationalization Grant program include 
a $10,000 grant to study police training practices in Ghana and a $42,000 grant to create a 

series of modules to develop students’ intercultural competence when studying abroad.

Kennesaw State University students traveling abroad 

will soon receive more cultural awareness training 

thanks to the recipients of the Division of Global 

Affairs’ $42,000 Campus Internationalization Prize. 

The CIP is the largest grant awarded each year 

as part of the DGA’s Strategic Internationalization 

Grant program, which uses targeted seed-

funding to develop innovative global activities that 

promote global learning, international research, 

international community engagement, international 

student support, and transformative campus 

internationalization. SIGs highlight programs 

that advance the University’s Strategic Plan for 

Internationalization. Faculty received $94,500 in SIG 

funding for projects carried out in academic year 

2015-2016.

Dr. Jennifer Wade-Berg and co-principal investigators 

Dr. Vanessa Slinger-Friedman, Dr. Vanessa 

Robinson-Dooley, and Dr. Debra Coffey received the 

CIP for their project Online Intercultural Education 

and Training for Study Abroad Engagement. Working  

with Kennesaw State stakeholders and scholars 

in the field, the team began developing 15 online 

modules to help students better understand the 

process of intercultural adjustment and the different 

cultures they experience while studying abroad. The 

modules focus on pre-departure, in-country, and 

post-experience learning.

When completed, the modules could potentially form 

a 1-3 credit-hour course for students. Wade-Berg’s 

team will also work with the University library 

to create a repository of additional resources to 

accompany the lessons.

Another SIG project – A Comparative Study of Police 

Training Practices in the U.S. and Ghana – received 

the Global Learning Innovation Award. The $10,000 

grant assisted Co-PIs Dr. Sam Abaidoo, Dr. Heidi 

Scherer, and Dr. William Boateng in researching 

how police officers are trained in Cobb County and 

in Ghana. Conducted alongside the University of 

Cape Coast in Ghana, the research project bolstered 

Kennesaw’s Master’s Degree in Criminal Psychology 

program and a new, proposed graduate program at 

UCC.

Other SIGs awarded for the 2015-2016 year 

include a $14,000 grant to establish international 

collaboration on mechatronics research, $12,000 to 

work with Sultan Qaboos University Hospital in Oman 

to study nurse staffing metrics and patient outcomes, 

$9,000 to study archaeological conservation in India, 

and $7,500 to compare educational reforms in the 

U.S. and China.

30

$94,500 in Strategic 
Internationalization Grants were 
awarded to Kennesaw State faculty in 
academic year 2015-2016

The SIG project Online Intercultural Education & Training for Study Abroad 
Engagement wants to prepare students for international experiences



International Visitors

Each year the Division of Global Affairs hosts visitors 

to campus who expose our students to new ways of 

looking at the world. During the 2015-2016 academic 

year, the DGA welcomed foreign diplomats, 

educators from universities around the world, and 

even a celebrity chef, all to introduce new cultural 

perspectives to Kennesaw State students and the 

wider campus community.

Several distinguished guests visited campus in 

March to participate in a panel discussion on 

The Impact of International Experience on Local 

Workforce Development. The visitors – U.S. Sen. 

Johnny Isakson, Peace Corps Director Carrie 

Hessler-Radelet, and Georgia Commissioner of 

Economic Development Chris Carr – while from 

the United States, spoke to students about the 

importance of internationalization on their futures and 

on the Georgia economy.

Started in 2014, the DGA’s Consular Connect 

program continues to encourage members of the 

Atlanta Consular Corps to view Kennesaw State 

University as a center of international activity. In 

March, Indian Consul General Nagesh Singh led a 

classroom discussion about the history of the Indian 

economy. His visit gave students the opportunity to 

interact directly with a foreign diplomat.

Kennesaw State’s award-winning annual country 

study program always attracts prominent 

representatives of the host countries, and this 

year was no different. The Year of the Portuguese 

World’s first event was a keynote address from 

Georgina Benrós de Mello, Director General of the 

Community of Portuguese Language Countries, and 

the closing address in April was given by Portuguese 

Ambassador Domingos Fezas Vital. Meanwhile, Raul 

Fernandez, a Fulbright scholar from Guinea-Bissau, 

spent the entire year on campus and gave a guest 

lecture on the history of his country’s independence 

movement.

One of the more entertaining international visitors 

arrived in November, when Peruvian celebrity chef 

Flavio Solórzano headlined a quinoa festival and 

held a live cooking demonstration for 300 visitors. 

From foreign economic analysis to the best way 

to make a quinoa burger, each of Kennesaw State 

University’s international visitors contributed to 

campus internationalization in their own, unique way.

The Director General of the Community of Portuguese Language Countries, the director of the 
U.S. Peace Corps, and a Peruvian celebrity chef are some of the distinguished guests to visit 

Kennesaw State University during the 2015-2016 academic year.
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Domingos Fezas Vital 
Portuguese Ambassador to 
the United States

“I speak at universities 
all across Europe, and 
students rarely ask 
questions. Your students 
not only asked questions, 
they asked good ones.”

Portuguese Ambassador Domingos Fezas Vital’s visit wrapped up KSU’s Year of 
the Portuguese Speaking World



More DGA-Sponsored International Guests

Georgina Benrós de Mello
Director General, CPLP

August 2015

The kickoff event for the Year of the Portuguese 

Speaking World was a keynote address by Georgina 

Benrós de Mello, Director General of the Community 

of Portuguese Language Countries. The CPLP is the 

cooperative union of the nine Portuguese speaking 

nations. De Mello presented on Trade, Investment 

and Value Chain Development in the Portuguese 

Speaking World. Following her presentation, she 

attended a public reception in Prillaman Hall along 

with Brazilian Consul General Hermano Ribiero. The 

reception and address set the tone for what would 

be a successful Year of the Portuguese Speaking 

World, culminating in a presentation by Portuguese 

Ambassador Domingos Fezas Vital.

Flavio Solórzano 
Peruvian Celebrity Chef

November 2015

Peruvian celebrity chef Flavio Solórzano headlined 

the campus Quinoa Festival in November where he 

led a cooking demonstration focusing on the 5,000-

year-old Andean quinoa grain. Solórzano hosts a 

television cooking show in Peru, is head chef of the 

upscale El Señorío de Sulco restaurant in Lima, and 

is one of the founders of Mistura, the largest food 

festival in Latin America. He also creates entrees 

served to first-class passengers aboard various 

airlines. At the festival, he worked with chefs at The 

Commons to prepare multiple quinoa dishes, such 

as quinoa cake and ceviche de quinoa caliente. 

Students were allowed to sample the items as they 

were served at The Commons throughout the day.

His Excellency Sergey Kislyak, the Russian 

Ambassador to the United States, spoke in April 

2016 at a reception in his honor at The Georgian 

Club in Atlanta. Representatives from Kennesaw 

State University met with the ambassador at the 

event, which was organized in order to facilitate 

potential collaboration during the upcoming Year of 

Russia country study program. Ambassador Kislyak’s 

visit to Kennesaw State was part of a three-day 

trip to Atlanta, which also included a luncheon at 

the Capitol City Ballroom organized by the Atlanta 

Council on International Relations. At that event, 

which was open to the public, the ambassador spoke 

about the future of U.S. and Russian relations. 
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U.S. Sen. Johnny Isakson (R-Ga.), Carrie Hessler-

Radelet, director of the U.S. Peace Corps and 

Christopher Carr, Georgia’s commissioner of 

economic development, participated in a panel 

discussion at Kennesaw State University in March 

where they explained how international travel and 

developing global perspectives can help students 

succeed in their professional lives.

The panel, called The Impact of International 

Experience on Local Workforce Development, was 

held at the Bailey Performance Center to a packed 

house of students. 

“We operate in a multicultural world and we need to 

make sure we are cultivating a generation of young 

people prepared as global citizens of that world,” said 

Hessler-Radelet, speaking about the Peace Corps, 

which maintains nearly 7,000 volunteers in more than 

140 host countries. “Peace Corps volunteers have an 

immersive experience where they speak the same 

language, eat the same foods and work alongside 

of people in the countries, towns and villages where 

they serve.”

The State of Georgia has a keen interest in students 

gaining international experience as well, Carr told 

the audience. He noted that the state has more 

international representation than most states in the 

Southeast, with official representatives in 11 strategic 

markets around the world helping to grow jobs and 

investment in Georgia.

“The Georgia Department of Economic 

Development’s goal is to maintain the state’s status 

as a leader in the global marketplace, bringing 

jobs and investment opportunities here,” said Carr. 

“Our international footprint is vast. Knowledge of 

international business, international culture and 

protocol is the foundation of almost everything we do 

at the department.”

A few practical suggestions for students surfaced 

during the event’s extended Q&A session. Hessler-

Radelet urged students to learn one language 

well, rather than a little of many languages. She 

and Isakson both urged students to gain a good 

basis in math and science, skills that are critical to 

addressing many of the world’s pressing problems 

and workforce needs within the U.S.

“Our nation is competing with every other country in 

the world and our students are competing with every 

other student in the world for jobs and careers,” 

said moderator Dr. Daniel Papp, Kennesaw State 

University’s president. “It’s our job to help our 

students become globally capable citizens.”

International Workforce Panel Encourages KSU Students to Think Globally

Senator Johnny Isakson and fellow panelists Carrie Hessler-Radelet, director of the U.S. Peace Corps, and Chris 
Carr, Georgia’s Commissioner for Economic Development

Sergey Kislyak
Russian Ambassador to the United States

April 2016



International Achievement Awards

The world’s first female ambassador to Washington, D.C. from an Arab country received the 
Global Public Service Prize at the 3rd Annual International Achievement Awards, which also 

highlighted an exceptional faculty member, alumni, and community partner.

The Sultanate of Oman’s ambassador to the United 

States was among the seven individuals honored 

at Kennesaw State University’s third annual 

International Achievement Awards ceremony in 

March at the Marietta Country Club.

Hunaina S. Al Mughairy, the Arab world’s first female 

ambassador to Washington, received the 2016 

Kennesaw State University Global Public Service 

Prize, an award that honors an international figure 

who has made important contributions to public 

service in the country/region featured during the 

previous academic year’s annual country study 

program (the Year of the Arabian Peninsula).

The award recognizes Ambassador Al Mughairy’s 

long-standing commitment and contributions to 

improving the image of Arab women. Prior to her 

diplomatic appointment in 2005, she served many 

roles in Oman’s Ministry of Commerce and Industry 

and the Omani Center for Investment Promotion & 

Export Development. She also previously served in 

the Permanent Mission of the Sultanate of Oman 

to the United Nations in Geneva; as director of 

Industrial Planning and Research for the Ministry 

of Commerce & Industry; and as a member of the 

planning committee for major gas projects in the 

Sultanate of Oman.

Accepting the award for Ambassador Al Mughairy 

was Kathleen Ridolfo, executive director of the 

Sultan Qaboos Cultural Center in Washington D.C. 

Ridolfo was honored to speak on behalf of someone 

who has “done so much to advance the cause of 

women.”

“Her Excellency Al Mughairy was one of the many 

who answered Sultan Qaboos bin Said AlSaid’s call 

to help build and develop a modern Oman,” said 

Ridolfo, who helped plan Women of Oman: Changing 

Roles and Transnational Influence, a conference at 

Kennesaw State in November 2014. 

Kennesaw State’s Division of Global Affairs 

also presented three additional awards during 

the ceremony, recognizing outstanding global 

contributions by distinguished Kennesaw State 

University faculty members and alumni, and a special 

award recognizing an important global community 

partner. 

In addition to these awards, the DGA presented 

three students with scholarships to help fund 

education abroad experiences. Human Services 

major Sydney Williams received the Emerson 

Scholarship, which supports students who study 

in countries outside of Europe. Meanwhile, biology 

major Hannah Wauchope and nursing major 

Matthew Williams received the Robin Schmidt Shore 

Endowed Scholarship and the Barry and Sylvia 

Hyman Endowed scholarships respectively. Both 

scholarships support students studying abroad at 

Kennesaw State’s facility in Montepulciano, Italy.
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International Achievement Award recipients for 2016



International Achievement Award Winners

H.E. Ambassador Hunaina Al Mughairy is the first woman to represent an Arab country as an ambassador 

in Washington, where she has worked to improve the image of Arab women in the United States. Prior to 

her work in diplomacy, she served many roles in Oman’s Ministry of Commerce and Industry and the Omani 

Center for Investment Promotion & Export Development. From 1984 to 1985 she worked in the Permanent 

Mission of the Sultanate of Oman to the United Nations in Geneva. Later, from 1985 to 1991 she was the 

director of industrial planning and research for the Ministry of Commerce & Industry and a member of the 

Planning Committee for Major Gas projects in the Sultanate of Oman. Ambassador Al Mughairy obtained a 

B.A in Business Communications from the High Polytechnical Institute in Cairo, and a M.A. in Economics from 

New York University.

Ming Chen is a tenured full professor and resident theatrical designer with 23 years of university teaching 

experience and three years of full-time professional theatre experience. Born in Shanghai, China, she 

received her two master’s degrees in Stage Design/Theory and in Theatrical Production from Shanghai 

Theatre Academy and the University of Pittsburgh respectively. She has worked at the Shakespeare Theatre 

at Folger in Washington, D.C. and the Shanghai Youth Theatre Company in Shanghai. As a scenic designer, 

Chen’s table works have been displayed in Prague, Czechoslovakia, California, China, and Japan. As a 

scholar, Ming Chen is the author of Visual Literacy for Theatre, and of many essays and translations in top 

peer-reviewed professional journals. She is also a columnist for EPerformance, a peer reviewed professional 

journal in China. She has frequently presented papers at national and international theatre conferences and 

has guest lectured internationally.

Stella Xu is the Director for China Initiatives for Global Commerce and Tourism at the Georgia Department of 

Economic Development. Her responsibilities include managing foreign direct investment, tourism, education 

and cultural programs, as well as government relations between Georgia and China. Ms. Xu coordinated 

two of Governor Nathan Deal’s missions to China. She recruited numerous Chinese companies to Georgia 

including China’s leading heavy machinery giant, SANY, and one of the largest state owned travel industry 

IT service providers, TravelSky. She helped establish the first Georgia state office in China in 2008. Since 

graduating from the MBA program at Kennesaw State University in 2006, Ms. Xu joined the faculty at Coles 

College of Business and has taught Principles of Management, International Management, as well as 

International Entrepreneurship. She has been a Sam Walton Free Enterprise Fellow since 2005.

Angela Khoury was born and raised in Beirut, Lebanon. Despite civil war and its imposing burden, Angela 

pursued engineering, graduating from l’Ecole Superieure des Ingenieurs de Beyrouth in 1990. She worked 

for 20 years in the private sector, while also involved in several non-profit organizations. She began her 

career with a small software company called Murex, which had less than 20 employees. Today it has 1,800 

employees worldwide. In September of 1992, Angela and her husband relocated to the U.S., where she 

continued working remotely. As the company grew, Khoury took charge in leading new initiatives and teams. 

In 2009, Khoury was invited to become Chair of the Strategic Planning committee of the Alif Institute, where 

she co-chaired the Atlanta Arab Festival two years in a row. In September 2010, Khoury retired to devote more 

time to the Alif Institute. She joined the board of directors in 2011 and now serves as the Interim Executive 

Director.

Faculty Award for International Achievement

Global Public Service Prize Alumni Award for Humanitarian Service & Achievement

Distinguished International Community Partner
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Around Campus, Around the World

The entire University is committed to the goal of internationalizing the campus. Through 
developing education abroad programs, organizing conferences, hosting international scholars, 

and creating global coursework, the colleges support the University’s international goals.
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Coles Hosts Conference to Improve Competitiveness Among Latin American Cooperatives

Partnering with CIFAL Atlanta and several Latin 

American cooperative associations, the Coles 

College of Business worked with managers and 

executives from Central and South American 

cooperatives to improve their competitiveness in 

today’s modern, digital economy.

The Second Annual Cooperative Competitive 

Conference was held in May on Kennesaw State 

University’s campus. Led by Professor Gabriel 

Ramierez, the four-day event included more than 60 

representatives from Latin American cooperatives 

to discuss the importance of implementing digital 

platforms for selling their goods. They proposed 

creating a universal virtual information bank that 

cooperatives can use to share information with one 

another. Ramierez later partnered with Dr. Alan 

Lebaron in the College of Humanities and Social 

Sciences on obtaining a strategic internationalization 

grant to work with cooperatives in Costa Rica to 

create a new internship program.

While successful, this conference represents just 

a fraction of Coles College’s internationalization 

activities. The college oversaw several education 

abroad programs during the academic year, 

including programs to Brazil, Ireland, the United 

Kingdom, and Quebec. Coles also continued its 

partnership with Anhalt University in Bernberg, 

Germany by working on a new memorandum of 

understanding that will be signed in November, 

hosting three exchange MBA students from 

Anhalt, and inviting Anhalt faculty to present 

at Coles’ Global Food Security Conference. 

In addition, 56 Coles students earned Global 

Engagement Certification, up from 48 the 

previous year.

International successes like these highlight Coles’ 

commitment to ensuring the next generation of 

business leaders understands the need to think and 

act globally.

Recipients of the Global Engagement Certification 
from Coles College at the Fall 2015 Ceremony 

Portrait of the Crown Princess Mary of Denmark painted by Georgia artist Stan 
Mullins. The portrait hung for two weeks in the Social Sciences Building atrium.
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New partnerships with educational institutions in 

Poland and Trinidad and Tobago will lead to more 

international options for students in the Bagwell 

College of Education. 

BCOE signed a memorandum of understanding 

with the International School of Port of Spain in 

Trinidad and Tobago. The agreement establishes 

Trinidad and Tobago as the newest destination in 

BCOE’s prominent International Student Teaching 

Program, which allows education majors to complete 

their required student teaching hours abroad. Other 

available destinations are Brazil, China, Costa Rica, 

Ecuador, and Uganda, where 356 students have 

completed student teaching programs. 

Another first for BCOE took place in June 2016 when 

three students and Dr. Binbin Jiang traveled to the 

University Rzeszów in Poland to participate in a new 

English education program. 

During their month-long stay, the students taught 

English to college education majors and faculty and 

participated in a series of educational and cultural 

activities organized by UR’s faculty. This experience 

is the first collaboration to result from a recently-

signed MOU between BCOE and the University 

Rzeszów College of Education.

By working with educational institutions around the 

world to create these unique experiences, BCOE is 

ensuring that student teachers are not only prepared 

to enter the classroom, but prepared to enter the 

global community. 

College of Science and Math to Work with French Research Assistant Thanks to New Grant

Bagwell College of Education Introduces Two New Student Teaching Destinations

A strategic partnership grant from the Universite 

Grenoble des Alpes in France will fund a unique 

cultural and scientific partnership for the College of 

Science and Mathematics for the next three years.

Biology Professor Susan Smith along with Drs. 

Franck Fieschi and Marie-Jose Stasia received the 

grant to pay the stipend of a French PhD student 

from Grenobles des Alpes. The student will remain 

in France, but will assist the CSM’s research efforts 

remotely one month each year for the next three 

years. Kennesaw State students will collaborate with 

the PhD student via Skype, giving them valuable 

experience conducting research as part of a global 

team.

While the grant supports the PhD student’s research 

in France, Kennesaw State University and the 

CSM are providing funds to bring the student to 

Kennesaw once each year and to send Professor 

Smith to work in France periodically. The CSM and 

Universite Grenoble des Alpes are so excited about 

the arrangement that both institutions are looking for 

additional avenues for cooperation.

This grant was not the only example of CSM faculty 

collaborating with international peers this academic 

year. Dr. Dan Ferreira lectured at Meiji University 

and the University of Tokyo in Japan, while Dr. 

Jun Ji traveled to China with seven students who 

participated in a spoken language promotion 

program at Zhejiang Gongshang University.

College of the Arts Students studied art and design on 
a new education abroad program to Cuba

College of Computing and Software Engineering Hosts Chinese Scholars, Eyes Tuscany
As the first full academic year following the 

consolidation of Kennesaw State University and 

Southern Polytechnic State University, 2015-2016 

saw former SPSU colleges like the College of 

Computer and Software Engineering significantly 

enhance internationalization at Kennesaw State.

CCSE hosted two Chinese scholars during the 

academic year, including Dr. Junfang Wu from 

Xi’an Polytechnic University and Prof. Yung Lu from 

Guilin University of Aerospace Technology. Dr. Wu 

helped develop two research grant proposals, while 

Li co-authored three academic journal papers, one 

of which was published. The college also hosted 

delegations from four other Chinese universities.

Faculty from CCSE traveled abroad to explore new 

international education opportunities. Dr. Becky 

Rutherfoord visited Kennesaw State’s campus 

in Montepulciano, Italy to discuss establishing 

new education abroad programs there with the Il 

Sasso Language School. In addition, CCSE faculty 

presented at several international conferences. Dr. 

Hisham Haddad and Dr. Hossain Shahriar both 

attended the Association for Computing Machinery’s 

SAC 2016 Conference in Pisa, Italy, where they each 

presented papers. Dr. Shahriar also participated in a 

panel discussion.

The CCSE’s internationalization efforts demonstrate 

how the addition of Southern Polytechnic has 

made Kennesaw State University a more complete, 

globally-focused institution. 

Bagwell students and faculty during their visit to the 
University Rzeszów in Poland

College of the Arts Doubles Participation in Education Abroad Programs
Three new education abroad programs allowed the 

College of the Arts to more than double the number 

of students it sends abroad. 

Forty-nine students studied abroad in academic year 

2015-2016, compared to 20 the previous year.

In May, Dance Professor Ivan Pulinkala led 13 dance 

majors to the Israeli cities of Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, 

where they attended master classes taught by 

the world-famous Batsheva Dance Company. The 

experience also included tours of cultural sites such 

as the Yad Vasham Holocaust Museum and the 

Holy City in Jerusalem. Pre-departure coursework 

featured discussions of the region’s political history 

and its influence on dance. The discussions were 

led by the Deputy Council General of the Israeli 

Consulate in Atlanta.

Two other new COTA education abroad programs 

this academic year included a theatre and 

performance studies program featuring intercultural 

performances in Paderborn and cultural excursions 

in Berlin Germany, and a program in Cuba, where 

students in the art and design program studied 

African, European, and American influences on 

Cuban art. Classes were taught by native Cuban 

artists at the Taller de Gráfica Experimental, and 

culminated in a student art exhibit. 

Art students who did not study abroad were not left 

out of the international experiences. COTA hosted 

renowned Israeli choreographer, composer, and 

performer Ofir Nahari for three weeks in October. 

He led a series of theater workshops and helped 

co-create an original work – The Followers – along 

with COTA faculty members Margaret Baldwin and 

Michael Haverty.  
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University College Faculty Member Helps African Women Succeed in the Workplace
University College’s director of strategic initiatives 

Dr. Linda Lyons helped two groups of African women 

find their professional voices at a pair of workforce 

development events in Nigeria and Ghana.  

Held in July in Lagos, Nigeria and Accra, Ghana, the 

Women’s Leadership Development Training events 

were designed to help working women in Africa 

create their personal branding, develop negotiation 

skills, build professional networks, and strengthen 

their communication and leadership skills. For many 

of the attendees, this was the first time they had 

access to this kind of professional development 

opportunity taught by other women.

Dr. Lyons led a session on using the DISC method to 

identify one’s behavioral style (Dominate, Influence, 

Sensor, or Conscientious). Attendees used this 

information to develop their leadership styles to fit 

the strengths and weaknesses of their behavioral 

styles. The session – and the overall workshop – was 

an opportunity for African women to enhance their 

career potentials.

During Fall 2015, University College also worked with 

the Division of Global Affairs to host the inaugural 

First-Year Global Fellows Program in Montepulciano, 

Italy. The innovative education abroad program sent 

a cohort of first-year students to Kennesaw State’s 

campus in Tuscany where they completed general 

education classes while exploring Italy’s cultural and 

historic sites. 

WellStar College Professor Prepares Israeli Fulbrighters for U.S. Experience
In Summer 2015, Dr. David Mitchell, interim 

associate dean of administration and professor of 

gerontology in the WellStar College of Health and 

Human Services, led a pre-departure orientation 

for a group of Israeli students preparing to study as 

Fulbright scholars at universities across the United 

States. 

Dr. Mitchell was in Isreal at the time finishing up his 

own Fulbright residency at Bar-Ilan University in 

Ramat Gan, where he spent Spring 2015 teaching 

a course on psychology and aging, and working on 

several resarch projects.

At the orientation, he spoke with Israeli students 

about to begin their Fulbright experiences at schools 

such as Brown, Harvard, MIT, and Georgia Tech, 

to name a few. Mitchell and the Fulbrighters were 

invited to a reception at the home of Daniel Shapiro, 

The United States’ ambassador to Israel.

In Spring 2016, another WellStar faculty member, Dr. 

Brian Culp, was accepted into the Fulbright Specialist 

Program. The Institute for International Education 

may call on Dr. Culp over the next five years to assist 

with grant projects if they require his specialized 

knowledge and skills.

Dr. Linda Lyons leads a session at the Women’s 
Leadership Development Training event

Visiting Portrait of Danish Royal Highlights Bonds Between Georgia and Denmark

A striking portrait of Her Royal Highness Crown 

Princess Mary of Denmark hung in the Social 

Sciences Building atrium for two weeks in Spring 

2016. Painted by Georgia artist Stan Mullins at the 

request of Chris Smith, the Honorary Consul General 

of Denmark, the painting symbolizes the strong bond 

of friendship between the State of Georgia and the 

Kingdom of Denmark.

At 6-feet by 4-feet, the portrait makes an impression 

on anyone who sees it. The work features four 

distinct renderings of the princess, as well as a map 

of Denmark and images of three flowers representing 

the countries of the Danish realm: a daisy 
representing Denmark, a buttercup for the Faroe 
Islands, and a niviarsiaq representing Greenland. 

A Fibonacci arch flows across the painting to evoke 

classicism and “to complement the grace and style of 

the Crown Princess,” Mullins said.

Crown Princess Mary’s unique story has made her 

into an international celebrity. Born Mary Elizabeth 

Donaldson in Hobart, Australia, her father was a 

math professor at the University of Tasmania, while 

her mother was an executive assistant at the same 

university. Mary met the Crown Prince Frederik in an 

Australian pub while he was in the country attending 

the 2000 Summer Olympics. The two were married in 

2004. Mary’s story has been described by the media 

as a real-life fairytale.

Mullins and Smith unveiled Mary’s portrait to the 

Danish community in Atlanta at a Sankthans (mid-

summer) celebration in 2015. “They loved it,” Smith 

says. The portrait then hung in the lobby of the 

Serenbe Playhouse in Atlanta during the December 

run of the Danish play The Snow Queen, and finally 

spent two months at an art gallery in Macon.

The two offered to bring the portrait to Kennesaw 

State University because of the institution’s 

commitment to promoting international engagement 

among its students, and their belief that art is one of 

the best ways to do that.

Dr. Dan Paracka, Director of Campus 

Internationalization, worked with Mullins and Smith 

to bring the Crown Princess’ portrait to the University. 

“This is the kind of thing we’re always trying to 

do,” he said. “We want to present a wide array of 

internationalization opportunities to our students.”

Mullins and Chris hope the portrait of the Crown 

Princess Mary inspires people to learn more about 

the strong cultural and economic ties that exist 

between Georgia and the Kingdom of Denmark.

“We have over 200 years of friendship and 

interaction in the fields of commerce, science, 

educational, athletic and artistic exchange between 

Georgia and Denmark,” Chris said, noting that the 

Royal Danish Consulate in Georgia opened in 1802. 

“Danish companies employ over 1,000 Georgians 

and bilateral trade is strong.”

(Left to Right) Dr. Lance Askildson, Artist Stan 
Mullins, Consul General Chris Smith, Dr. Dan Paracka

Portrait of Crown Princess Mary of Denmark on 
display in KSU’s Social Sciences Building Atrium

Dr. David Mitchell as a panelist at a Fulbright 
orientation in Tel Aviv, Israel
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Grants and Awards

The DGA administered two significant grants during the 2015-2016 academic year, including 
one for a program to build leadership skills in Southeast Asian fellows, and another to prepare a 
cohort of foreign Fulbright graduate students for their experience studying in the United States.
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In Fall 2015, the Division of Global Affairs hosted 

61 international graduate students from 40 different 

countries for the Fulbright Gateway Orientation. 

Following the orientation, they traveled to universities 

around the country to begin their graduate studies 

under the Fulbright scholarship program – the 

U.S. government’s flagship international exchange 

program.

Gateway Orientations are sponsored by the U.S. 

Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and 

Cultural Affairs and administered by the Institute 

of International Education. The goal of Gateway 

Orientations is to introduce incoming Fulbright 

Foreign Students to U.S. culture and to provide them 

with important lessons on how to succeed within the 

American academic system.

Kennesaw State University received a grant for 

approximately $56,677 in early 2014 in order to 

fund the fall orientation, which included classes on 

developing intercultural communication skills and on 

adapting to U.S. educational practices.

Based on the success of the Fall 2015 orientation, 

the DGA received a second grant for $56,674 to host 

another Fulbright Gateway Orientation in Fall 2016.

Fulbright Gateway Orientation - $56,677

Twenty-one U.S. State Department fellows from 
Southeast Asia attended the Young Southeast 
Asian Leaders Initiative Institute entitled Advancing 
International Civil and Human Rights Through Civic 
Engagement at Kennesaw State University in Spring 
2016. Funded by the Bureau of Educational and 
Cultural Affairs, the YSEALI Institute is an opportunity 
for exceptional young people from Southeast Asia 
to learn about the United States while developing 

leadership skills that they can take with them back to 
their home countries. 

Kennesaw State received a grant in 2015 for 
$239,719 to host the Institute in Spring 2016, with the 
possibility to renew the grant for two additional years 
pending successful performance and the availability 
of funds.

During the YSEALI Institute in 2016, Academic 

Directors Dr. Nuru Akinyemi and Dr. Linda Johnston 
worked with other Kennesaw State faculty to use 
the U.S. civil rights movement of the last 50 years 
as a lens through which to teach the YSEALI fellows 
about global civil and human rights. The program 
also featured a study tour of key regional civil rights 
landmarks in Selma, Birmingham, and Nashville, in 
addition to an examination of the U.S. government 
and history in Washington, D.C

Young Southeast Asian Leaders Initiative Institute - $239,719

Twenty-one fellows traveled to KSU in February and March as part of the U.S. 
Department of State’s Young Southeast Asian Leaders Initiative Institute
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Division of Global Affairs Staff
Nuru Akinyemi

Yumin Ao

Muhammad Askari

Tim Blumentritt

Vivian Bonilla-Cruz

Vincent Brown

Kevin Bruce

Francelene Carmichael

Hua Chang

Dalila Coll-Flores

Pamila Dembla

Rachel Dwyer

LaMaya Edmonds

Bailey Einstein

Gil Eisner

Daniel Ellingburg

Stephen Ernst

Killian Flowers

Mark Forehand

Jemma Gray

Patrick Harbin

Todd Harper

Mary Hatfield

Kenneth Hill

Helen Hobson

Jennifer Hoosier

Toni James

Xiaoxiao Ji

Ken Jin

Ashley Johnson

Nadine Jones

Sakshi Kapoor

Peggy Kiernan

Felipe Loor

Sairagul Matikeeva

Christine Mbaba

Tara McDuffie

Nicole Meanor

Michele Miller

Lorena Moctezuma

Sarah Moody

Marsha Moore

Tuneer Mukherjee

Serena Newhall

Dan Paracka

Marilyn Ponder

Monique Pooni

Beth Porter

Supathi Puri

Kenny Randolph

Erin Rasche

John Ridley

Saundra Rogers

Maggie Scott

Julie Sharpe

Mona Sinha

Lissa Small

Iyonka Strawn-Valcy

Linda Sun

Michael Sweazey

Cynthia True

Darsi Valeria

Murali Venugopalan

Bowen Wang

Jillian Wright

Chris Young

Sam Abaidoo

Ivan Abellan

Premila Achar

Edwin Akins 

Sohyun An

Kami Anderson

Diana S. Barbara

Barbara Blake

Traci Carte

Jeff Chastine

Justin Cochran

Stephen Collins

Patrick Devine

Valerie Dibble

Joseph Dirnberger

Michael Dishman

Genie Dorman

Edward Eanes

Ibrahim El Sawy

Christie Emerson

Yuri Feito

Neysa Figueroa

John Gentile

Luc Guglielmi

Sherrill Hayes

Jerry Herbel

Hai Ho

Carol Holtz

J. Dwayne Hooks

Jun Ji

Binbin Jiang

Jackie Jones

Alison Keefe

Alan Kirk

Alan LeBaron

Gang Lee

Rick Lombardo

Linda Malgeri

Beth Marks

Michael Maloni

Glen Meades

Marietta Monaghan

Douglas Moodie

Nina Morgan

Troy Mutchler

Shelbee Nguyen

Linda Niemann

Dan Paracka

Alice Pate

Keith Perissi

Ardith Peters

Ivan Pulinkala

Thomas Pusateri

Teresa Raczek

Tom Rotnem

Rebecca Rutherfoord

David Schmidt

Ermal Shpuza

Sabine Smith

Susan Kirkpatrick Smith

Sheb True

Keith Tudor

Ikechukwu Ukeje

Seneca Vaught

Alan Watts

Anne White
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Making Internationalization Ma�er
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