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In Spring 2020, the semester-long Distinguished
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals
(UN-SDG) Ambassadors Program was jointly
launched by CIFAL Atlanta, an international
training center at Kennesaw State University
(KSU) affiliated with the United Nations Institute
for Training and Research (UNITAR), and the
KSU Center for African and African Diaspora
Studies (CAADS). The objective of this program
is three-fold: 1) develop young leaders to
assist in the promotion of the United Nations
SDGs within the University community and
beyond; 2) provide the ambassadors with the
opportunity to enhance their knowledge on the
SDGs and the UN 2030 Agenda and 3) equip the
ambassadors with skills necessary to become
effective future leaders in this important arena.
The inaugural cohort of 16 KSU students was
selected to participate in this program. During
Spring 2020, the cohort received training on
the UN 2030 Agenda and the 17 SDGs offered
by CIFAL Atlanta, and had the opportunity to
improve its collective leadership skills through

presentations and unique interactions on
campus and within the local community. A
critical element of the program enabled the
16 Distinguished UN-SDG Ambassadors to
participate in a unique and competitive activity
in which they developed dynamic, sustainable
development-focused action plans to address
particular needs of their fellow students, staff,
faculty, and the community.
To undertake the action plan activity, program
participants were divided into groups of two
or three to develop their SDG action plans
based on specific SDGs each group believed
were important to the KSU community. As a
result, six groups were formed and each group
was assigned a KSU faculty or staff mentor.
Each faculty or staff mentor was part of the
Program Committee that voluntarily oversaw
the program implementation and whose
role it was to offer professional advice and
support in the development of the Action Plan
proposals. All participants were provided an
Action Plan Outline to guide the development
of the project. Each group then submitted
a one-page abstract for mentors to provide
editorial feedback and guidance. In addition,
Ambassadors met twice as a whole group to
discuss the status and development of their
respective action plan activities. These two
meetings also served as a means for CIFAL
Atlanta to provide general guidance and
feedback. Another important feature of this
collective activity related to CAADS and CIFAL
Atlanta securing funding to provide support for
the Action Plan proposal development.

At the completion of the program, each group
presented its proposed action plan to the
Program Committee for evaluation. One plan
was selected by the committee as “Best Action
Plan” to be implemented in the Fall semester,
whose members received an award. The
Committee also made available to each group
earmarked funds to specifically promote its
action plan project in the Fall/Spring semester.
A Certificate of Completion, jointly signed by
CIFAL Atlanta and the United Nations Institute
of Training and Research (UNITAR), was
awarded to each Kennesaw State University
SDG Ambassador at the end of this inaugural
semester-long program.

ACTION PLAN 1

Transitioning the use of
plastic and styroafom to
sustainable waste
SDGs:
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Responsible consumption and production
By eliminating plastic and styrofoam.

Climate Action
By switching the plastic and Styrofoam packaging
to compostable materials, topsoil will be created that
can then be used for cropping, and will in turn reduce
greenhouse emissions.

Rationale and Aims
Styrofoam and plastic are mainly used for packing.
While the upfront cost of styrofoam may be
inexpensive, the health and environmental costs of
production are estimated to be $7 billion annually1.
In 2016, three million tons of styrofoam were produced
only in the United States and from total production an
estimated 20% end up in waterways2. Styrofoam is also
potentially hazardous to our health. It contains several
chemicals including styrene and benzene, which have
been found to increase the risk of leukemia and other
cancers. Currently, only 9% out of the 8.3 billion tons
of plastic ever produced have been recycled3. This is
due in part to an underdeveloped market for recycled

plastics, poor sorting practices, and contamination. It
has been estimated that by 2050, there will be more
plastic in the oceans than fish by volume.
This Action Plan aims to reduce the consumption
of styrofoam and plastic packaging and to make a
change to compostable options.

Chandra, Kohn, Pawlitz & Powell, 2016
Chandra, Kohn, Pawlitz & Powell, 2016
3
Geyer, Jambeck & Law, 2018
1

2

Project Description

Project Sustainability

This project is achieved in three steps. First, a
campaign designed to showcase the importance of
this project is addressed to students and staff at the
University with the objective of gaining their support.
Second, it is crucial to meet with the University’s
Procurement Office and food vendors to have a
discussion about the inclusion of compostable
packaging on campus. A final dialogue with Services
to ensure compost collection bins in the student
centre is needed.

Minimum waste can be generated by reducing the
amount of natural resources consumed in addition to
reusing those same resources taken from the Earth.
For this project, the nutrients from the soil that are
used for packaging are returned to the earth after the
packaging is composted.

Educational campaigns and advertisements are
key future project initiatives in order to continue
promoting the importance of sustainable waste within
the campus community and staff.

Two outcomes are expected with this project: creation
of topsoil -that can then be used for cropping, and a
reduction of methane. By reducing methane in the
environment, as well as producing topsoil, we are
ensuring a healthy planet for generations to come.

ACTION PLAN 2

Low Emission
Bus Route Optimization
(LEBRO)
SDGs:

Reduced Inequalities
By expanding and optimizing transportation routes,
students who cannot afford to drive will have an
alternate option to commute to campus.

Climate Action
By shifting the use of diesel bus powertrains to zero
emissions.

6 I UN-SDG AMBASSADORS ACTION PLANS

Rationale and Aims
Kennesaw State University is the third largest
university in Georgia with a total undergraduate
community of over 35,000 students. A large number of
students commute to campus to attend classes every
day. While public transport infrastructure provides
some connectivity, it is severely limited in catering
to the needs of the entire student community. As a
result, a majority of students drive to campus which
indirectly increases their cost of education. Apart
from increased costs of attendance due to driving,
the large number of Internal Combustion Engine
(ICE) vehicles on campus contribute to substantial
carbon emissions of the institution. This is partly
mitigated by the KSU Big Owl Bus (BOB) service that

primarily ferries students between the Kennesaw
and Marietta campuses. However, these buses run on
ICE powertrains that expose students in the vicinity
to harmful emissions. Prolonged exposure to such
emissions can lead to health problems. Moreover,
students from lower income backgrounds, who are
unable to afford the ability to drive themselves, are
more likely to use public transit.
This Action Plan has two aims. First, route optimization
and second, bus powertrain conversion from diesel
to zero emission powertrains such as hydrogen or
electric.

Project Description

Project Sustainability

To achieve these aims, the project has been divided
into five phases. The initial phases involve data
collection from the University department of
transportation to build accurate route optimization
models. Later phases also involve researching existing
zero emission transit systems to build a pathway
towards eventually shifting the current transportation
system to zero emissions. Data indicates that upfront
capital costs for the transition of diesel buses to zero
emission buses will be high. However, long term
savings in fuel and maintenance costs of electric buses
make this transition a viable option. Secondly, funding
for powertrain transitions can be availed from the
Federal Transit Authority’s Low NO program.

The limited public transport infrastructure forces
many students to drive instead of opting for public
transportation. As established earlier, the need to
drive increases the cost of attendance and in some
instances, transportation costs alone can be more
expensive than tuition. The expansion of routes to
reach areas with higher concentrations would provide
students with the opportunity to eliminate their cost
of travel thereby making their educational endeavors
more sustainable. Eliminating the cost of driving
would also help to reduce inequalities for many
students. Lastly, increased ridership in public transit
greatly cuts down carbon emissions and congestion.
However, a gradual transition to zero emission bus
powertrains will be required to drastically reduce
operational costs in the long run.

ACTION PLAN 3

Environmental Justice
in the Housing and
Waste Management Sector
SDGs:

End Poverty
By providing homeless individuals
with housing.

Clean Water and Sanitation
By designing sustainable
accommodation, including water
waste management.

Sustainable Cities and
Communities
By providing people with sustainable
housing.
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Rationale and Aims
Environmental justice ensures that sustainable
development projects address issues such as
income inequality and prejudice while encouraging
the protection of our environment. Minorities are
underprivileged due to systematic oppression
and discrimination. In turn, some are not able to
adequately afford decent housing and clean water/
sanitation. In addition, minorities are more likely to
be exposed to issues such as disease, poverty, and
pollution, therefore, it is essential that these issues are
addressed as the global temperatures continue to rise.
A two-folded problem has been encountered in the
Metro-Atlanta area in terms of accommodation. Firstly,
more disadvantaged communities have problems

accessing affordable accommodation in the city; this
can be reflected in an ever-increasing house prices
and the displacement of disadvantaged communities
to the suburbs. Secondly, it has been estimated that
low income households spend at least 10.2% of their
income into energy, reducing the real access to
accommodation for everyone in the city.
This Action Plan aims to turn abandoned structures
in the city into sustainable homeless shelters. This
initiative is partnered with existing NGOs working
towards providing shelter to individuals.

Project Description

Project Sustainability

This project primarily consists of working with
neighboring organizations that currently work on
providing housing for individuals. The first step
would be finding abandoned structures around
the Kennesaw area to rehabilitate them. Meetings
with the County or City Services are required to
explain this Action Plan and gain their support. After
communicating with the appropriate authorities and
establishing a legitimate partnership with an existing
organization a design, a design of the sustainable
structure will follow. The sustainable design includes a
water system that would provide water for the entire
structure, energy-efficient light fixtures, and a food
forest to improve the soil health in the area.

The project is centered around improving the
more disadvantaged communities, by allowing
everyone to have access to their most basic needs:
accommodation, water, and food. This helps the
currently existing homeless population, all the while
making use of already existing infrastructure, as
opposed to demolishing to rebuild.

ACTION PLAN 4

Plastic free
University
SDGs:

Climate Action
By switching the plastic and
Styrofoam packaging to compostable
materials, topsoil, topsoil will be
created that can then be used for
cropping, and will in turn reduce
greenhouse emissions.

Life Below Water
By eliminating plastic waste that
ultimately has a negative impact on
marine life.

Life on Land
By eliminating plastic waste that
ultimately has a negative impact on
life on land.
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Rationale and Aims
This Action Plan was created through inspiration
from the BreakFreeFromPlastic Organization. The
organization’s goals are to “bring systematic change
through a holistic approach tackling plastic pollution
across the whole plastics value chain, focusing on
prevention rather than cure, and providing effective
solutions”. This pledge embodies principles of
sustainable lifestyles, reducing waste, responsible
material lifecycles, community action and partnerships,
and promote the use organic waste methods.
To address this pledge, the project aims to implement
composting within the Student Center to reduce the
amount of landfill waste produced by the campus.
Monthly, the University Student Center produces

around ten thousand pounds of food waste. The goal
of this Action Plan is to initially compost five thousand
pounds, or half, of the total waste produced at the
Student Center.
Landfill gas is comprised of roughly fifty percent
carbon dioxide and fifty percent methane. Methane
is the second most prevalent greenhouse gas and
plays a large part in global climate change. Kennesaw
State University already uses Closed Loop Organics
for composting in two of the student dining halls.
Therefore, the final project aim is to have a percentage
increase in the number of students who use a ValidFill reusable cups in dining areas.

Project Description

Project Sustainability

The first step in the implementation of this Action
Plan is to set up a round-table discussion with current
vendors from the Student Center to determine the
feasibility of going plastic free. A multistakeholder
approach in this project is key for its successful
implementation. The contribution of the private sector
to make a transition to sustainable models is also
essential. These discussions will be communicated to
the student community, as well as basic knowledge
on how to use composting bins.

Composting in the Student Center will decrease
the amount of landfill waste both now and in the
future. This will help to preserve our environment. By
educating the Kennesaw State University community
on composting practices, this Action Plan builds a
more educated generation that can then educate
future generations on sustainable waste practices.

The second step consists of the use of the Valid-Fill
reusable cup. A campaign for the use of this cup is
essential, as well as the acquisition of more freestyle
vending machines on the campus to increase the
convenience for use of the Valid-Fill reusable cup.

By raising awareness of the Valid-Fil reusable cup, a
reduction of the amount of plastic waste produced on
the Kennesaw State University campus is expected.

ACTION PLAN 5

Technology Equality
Education Goal Workshops
SDGs:

Quality education
By providing easily accessible and
free technology workshops.

Reduced Inequalities
By targeting students from diverse
backgrounds who are unable to
afford or access digital training and
certain technologies.

Partnerships for the Goals
By working hand in hand with
academia and NGOs.
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Rationale and Aims
The total population of Kennesaw State University
campus is 38,000 students, but only 40.5% are
expected to graduate. The students at risk of not
completing their education include older students,
international students, and students from lower
economic backgrounds. 25+ year old students and the
international community account for 31% of the total
student population at KSU. These individuals are less
likely to be exposed to newer computer programs
frequently used in University classes. Students from
lower economic backgrounds make up roughly 20%
of KSU total population and are likely to have come
from areas that did not have adequately funds to
access technology. The digital divide- either caused
by a technological generation gap or inequality in
education- leave many students behind, particularly

in a time where technology has been proven crucial to
ensure access to education.
Less exposure to frequently used computer programs
affects students’ ability to fully engage in learning
and complete assignments, thus creating a negative
impact on their academic success. The purpose of this
Action Plan is to reduce inequality among students
from diverse backgrounds that are unable to afford
digital training or haven’t had the ability to access
certain technology before attending Kennesaw State
University.

Project Description
This project is comprised of a series of synchronous
and asynchronous workshops that present the
basic elements of essential computing programs
for academic success at KSU. The workshops are
asynchronous to give students the chance to refer to
information covered during face to face workshops.
Workshop recordings allow students that were able
to attend the in-person sessions the opportunity to
get additional practice. These recordings are also
beneficial to students unable to attend workshops,
particularly during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Examples of digital platforms and programs covered
in the workshops are: D2L, Microsoft Office tools,
Photoshop, Movie Maker, Markup tools, Google tools,
among others. The library department has agreed to
partner to host the workshops, at both the Kennesaw
and Marietta Campus Libraries weekly. In addition,
with support from the Director of the Education
Abroad Office, KSU students who complete some
of the training courses will have the opportunity
to travel abroad and and volunteer by teaching
technology to others. This initiative also counts on the
contribution of the NGO, Seeds of Knowledge, which
will provide “Leap-Frog Learning Pads” and “LeapFrog Interactive Books” for children from different
francophone countries in Africa and the Caribbean,
such as: Benin, Senegal, Ivory Coast, and Haiti. From
Seeds of Knowledge’s experience in each country, it
is understood that some teachers at these schools.
Some teachers at these schools have tablets, but a
lot of them do not know how to use them. Therefore,
the goal of the action plan is to provide tablets to both
teachers and students. The The KSU students that
travel abroad will have the opportunity to work with
the teachers at the different schools and train them on
how to properly use the technology.
Project Sustainability
This project is a clear example of the importance of
partnerships to achieve the goals. Through a close

collaboration with KSU and Marietta libraries, student
community and NGOs, this project aims to reduce
cyber illiteracy within the KSU student community
and overseas. Firstly, it is expected to increase the
number of students that successfully have access to
education by reducing the digital divide within the
University. Also, after completion of the program,
students will have the unique opportunity to replicate
their knowledge abroad.
The COVID-19 pandemic has visibly exhibited the
importance of technology in many scenarios. Access
to education education should be equal and easy to
reach. Technology is key to achieve this goal.

ACTION PLAN 6

Recycled Art
as Activism
SDGs:

Responsible Consumption and Production
By raising awareness of recycling and educating on
the effects trash has on the planet.

Partnerships for the Goals
By working hand in hand with multiple units at the
University and external organizations.
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Rationale and Aims
Sustainable development has been described
as “development that meets the needs of the
present without compromising the ability of
future generations to meet their own needs”4, this
project aims to contribute to achieve sustainable
development, particularly goal number 12, through art.
Art made from recyclable materials is put on display,
benefitting the environment while also making
statements about social justice. This Action Plan offers
a platform for students to have the opportunity to
showcase their art in a sustainable and fun way, and
simultaneously educate the community on issues of
social justice.
The feasibility of creating an actual impact can
be demonstrated through the accessibility that
art provides as a tool for communication. Those

participating in this project will use it as a means to
speak their own truth and shed light on their own
experience with social justice.
Lastly, this type of event is needed because of the
environmental benefits, promotion of social welfare,
and impacts on education/awareness. Students
participating in this event contribute to “upcycling”.
That is when discarded materials are used to create
a product of higher quality. Therefore, they will be
demonstrating a creative way to extend the useful
life of materials while reducing the amount of waste
going to landfills.

4

1987 Bruntland Commission Report

Project Description

Project Sustainability

Firstly, an art contest will be advertised around
campus. Guidelines will be given to participants and it
is expected that materials for their pieces are recycled
from the KSU bins. Materials mainly include plastics,
aluminum, glass, metal, batteries, among others. On
the day of the event, artwork will be displayed in a
gallery-like setting, and judges will select some of the
pieces to be donated to hospitals, care centers, among
others. By donating their work, participants will have
the opportunity to educate others on issues pertaining
to social justice.

A partnership with the College of the Arts, the Office of
Diversity and Inclusion and the Office of Sustainability
at KSU is key in the development of this project.
Through this partnership, this Action Plan would
ensure that art students could use their talents in
topics related to social justice in a sustainable way.
This Action Plan also offers an opportunity for
participants to be enrolled in workshops about
sustainability and recycling, particularly with the
“upcycling” concept.

PROJECT LEADERS
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Plastic Free
University

Transitioning the
use of plastic
and styroafom to
sustainable waste

Ian McDonald is a graduating senior, majoring
in international business. He is part of the KSU Ice
Hockey team and the Coles College of Business
Scholars Program. He is looking to use his experience
to help build a more sustainable world.

Ryan Moran is a senior in Criminal Justice and
Political Science at KSU. He is grateful for the
Distinguished UN-SDG Ambassador Program as he
has learned new ways to contribute to sustainable
development.

Jennifer Agnew is a senior Media & Entertainment
student at KSU. She hopes to go into a career in
conservation upon graduating.

Ohm Prakash Rajan Magar is a senior Accounting
student at KSU. He has held positions as the student
senator for Coles college of business as well as the
treasurer and wellness coordinator for International
Student Association at KSU.

Low Emission
Bus Route
Optimization
(LEBRO)

Sanjoosh Akkineni is a Doctoral Candidate in Analytics and
Data Science at KSU. His primary research interests are Natural
language processing (NLP) and Data Ethics. He is currently the
president of Analytics Data Science Organization. Sanjoosh
is also a recipient of the 2020 Distinguished UN-SDG
Ambassador Outreach/Impact Award.
Maël Kes is a third-year student KSU. He was born and brought
up in Asia. As an athlete who has played some competitive
tennis, competition allowed him to visit different parts of the
world. Witnessing the common problems faced by different
communities and people across continents is what sparked his
interest in sustainable development.
Dominique Wagner is an architecture student and rising
senior who transfered from Brenau Univeristy to Kennesaw
State University in Spring 2020. Dominique is passionate about
giving back to her community and is currently a member
of the National Society of Black Engineers and the Student
Government Association.

Environmental
Justice in
the Housing
and Waste
Management
Sector

Marisol Mendez-Vasquez is a third-year student in International
Affairs and Geography at KSU. She is passionate about social justice
and protecting the environment. She hopes to get her master’s in
urban planning and Public Policy to ensure equitable housing and
policies. Marisol is also a recipient of the 2020 Distinguished UNSDG Ambassador Outreach/Impact Award.
Abigail Haines is a rising Senior and studying Political Science
and Social Sciences at KSU. She is the treasurer of Kennesaw
Pride Alliance, as well as an active member of the Political
Science Club, College Democrats, Kennesaw United, and the
Honors Club.

Mélanie Longayrou graduated this year with a bachelor’s
degree in Political Science at KSU. She is headed for law school,
where she intends to study international and environmental law.
She wants to dedicate her life to protecting environment from
those that abuse them.

Technology
Equality
Education Goal
Workshops

Vanessa Salazar Trujillo is a graduate student in Modern
Language and Culture where the first concentration was French
and the secondary Spanish at KSU. She expresses that the
Distinguished UN-SDG Ambassador program taught her the
different steps to take in order to make a change not only in the
community, but also in the world.
Agazeet Haile is a Freshman Anthropology Major with a minor in
International Affairs at KSU. She hopes to go onto graduate school
and use her education to bring historical events into the public
eye through field research. Additionally, she wants to utilize her
future experiences to rehabilitate the U.S. education system.

Gbemisola (Gio) Olorunfemi is doing a Major in Political Science,
and minor in International Affairs and Asian Studies at KSU. He
expresses that The Distinguished UN-SDG Ambassador Program
helped him to enhance his leadership skills to serve the local
community, and also the international community.

18 I UN-SDG AMBASSADORS ACTION PLANS

Recycled Art
as Activism

Cam Lorys is a Psychology student at KSU, and she is passionate
about social justice and equal rights.

Allison Yates is a third-year Political Science major at KSU. Allison
hopes to continue her education in law school to eventually
pursue her dream in becoming an attorney. Through her work as
a lawyer, she hopes to continue advocating for social justice and
equity. Allison is also a recipient of the 2020 Distinguished UNSDG Ambassador Leadership Award.
Sarah Martynov studies International Affairs with a minor in
French at KSU. She is passionate about climate change and
human rights.

Congratulations to
our Spring 2020 Distinguished

UN-SDG Ambassadors
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